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Source: National Accounts Statistics of India: 1950-51 to 2002-03, Economic & Political Weekly
Research Foundation, December 2004, Mumbai: Brochure on the New Series of Nationai ‘
Accounts, Base Year 2005; K. Sundaram, (2001 & 2007).2

|
More than 650 million of India’s populations depend on small landholding for their subsistence. f
The proportion of marginal farms have increased from 36% (1960) to 47% (2004) and the smali |
scale farms decreased from 16% to 11% during the same period. The average size landholding is ,
0.2 hectares and will be close to 0.11 ha by the turn of the century. The current 89 million |
landholdings will be fragmenting into 100 million by the same time. Even though agriculture is ’
contributing more for the increase in GDP and development of nation, still it is having problems. i .
Agrarian Problems of Depressed Class Farmers: <
|
|
\

Traditionally depressed class farmers are suffering from several disabilities or problems. These
problems are discussed as below.
1. Social Problem:
These problems pertained to the concept of purity and pollution. The untouchables were given & |
very low position in the society. The high-caste Hindus maintained a social distance from them. .
They were denied many basic amenities of life which were accorded to the high-caste Hindus.
They were dependent on the tradition of Hindus for items of food and drink.
2. Religious Problems: These pertained to the denial of the right of entering temples which were |
exclusively served by the high-caste Brahmins. The untouchables were neither allowed to enter
the temples nor served by the Brahmins. They had no right to worship the Gods and ‘Goddesses it
the temple.
3. Economic Problems: They suffered from many economic problems. They had to face many
economic hardships and they were not given proper reward for their service. Traditionally,
untouchables were deprived of landed property of their own. They were not allowed to .carry 6R
any business. They were not permitted to engage themselves in the professions which were being ‘,
carried out by the people of other castes. \
The untouchables were not free to choose any occupation according to their own ability they had
to clean the streets, remove dead cattle and to undertake heavy agricultural work. Mostly they
were landless labourers. They worked in the fields of high- caste Hindus as labourers. |
4. Public Disabilities: Harijans had to face many public indignities because they were denied the
right to use the services of public utilities like wells, public transport as well as educational
institutions.
5. Educational Problems: Traditionally the untouchables were deprived i tion. |
They were not allowed to use public educational institutions. Even torfay moszfoﬁet;xténﬂglif:rl;::s are |
untouchables. Describing the conditions of Harijans, K.M. Pannikar has remarked. their position, |
when the system functioned in its pristine glory, was in many ways worse than that of slavery- |
The slave at least was a chattel of the master and therefore, he stood in an individual relation ©
his owner. Considerations of economic self -interest and even human feeling modified the
barbarism of personal slavery. But these mitigating factors did not apply to the system of
untouchability, which was mostly perceived as a system of communal slave holding. Instead of an
individual owning slave, each village held the untouchable families attached to it in a kind of
slavery. No individual of the higher castes was supposed to have any personal relations with atn
untouchable. 4
The small farms must be at the centre of any strategy to tackle poverty and increase food security
and productivity. They are vital for a number of reasons small farmers provide safety nets of
subsistence living to the rural poor, small farmers tend to spend their income on local good and
services boosting local economies and are more likely to employ people rather than adopt capital
intensive technologies, small farms produce bulk of India‘s food. There are innumerable evidences
to show that small integrated farming systems can yield more per ha in the long run that large
scale monoculture farms. They are ecologically sound managing large share of our water and
vegetation cover, reducing soil erosion, use water more efficiently, protect biodiversity and
preserve soil fertility.
There arc commonly listed causes fqr the current distress of farmers in India: (1) globalization,
resultant compfatltlon and explm?am?r.; by big capital and its minions; {2) peculiar banking
ractices in India and the non-availability of loans from formal sources for farming operations; (3
pres 2l and cultural distress among farmers; (4) fragmented holdings of an unviable economic siz€;
soct of adequate appropriate research in new methods of farming and the exhaustion of

nce . .
(5) albf";3 reseax:ch to cope with contemporary circumstances; and (6) inability of the official
currﬁiiln ery t provide appropriate services to the farmers and provide them with adequate
mac

§ As such there is increase in farmers* suicides in India as the records revealed as under.

~330~




Number of Farmers‘Suicides and All-Suicides in India, 1997-2006

Table:
Year Number As a percent [Number Suicide Rate
of All Suicides (per 100000
Population)
1997 13622 (100) 14.2 95829 (100) 10.0
1998 16015 (118) 15.3 104713 (109) 10.8
1999 16082 (1118) 14.2 110587 (115) 11.2
2000 16603 (122) 15.3 108593 (113) 10.6
2001 16415 (121) 15.1 108506 (113) 10.6
2002 17971 (132) 16.3 110417 (115) 10.5
2003 17164 (126) | 15.5 110851 (116) 10.4
2004 18241 (134) | 16.0 113697 (119) 10.5
2005 17131 (126) 150 113914 (119) 10.3
2006 17060 (125) | ____—__1_4.4 118112 (123) 10.5
Total Number of [166304 15.2 1095219 -
Suicides in
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Annual 2.5 o
Compound
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64 per cent of the rural persons were from households whose members major activity status was
either self-employed in agriculture or agricultural labour). This also indicates that rural non-farm
employment opportunities are limited. Third, with declining size-class of holding and an
increasing preponderance of marginal holdings (63 per cent as per 2000-01 agricultural census)
along with poor returns from cuitivation indicates that income for farm households is very low.
Fourth, the much talked about green revolution had a greater focus on rice and wheat under
irrigated condition.12

Welfare Schemes for Depressed Class Farmers:

The Government of India has started some of the programmes for the development of poor and as
well as depressed class farmers of all the states.

L. Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP): An India life in its villages with this
concept ‘Government of India has ‘Started Integrated Rural Development Programme in October
2nd 1980 to improve the socio-economic conditions of poor and as well as depressed class farmers
at the village level. Integrated Rural development Programme focuses on this aspect. As per this
programmer S tol0 tribal and backward villages are adopted each year from different states. This
programme is carried out in association with Agricultural department, Zillah Parisaahads, District
Rural Development Financial Institutions and NGO's.

The major activities conducted:

A. Basic Need Development Programmes: This provides basic needs of the community like
construction of community hall, drinking water facility, lift irrigation facility, shelter for small and

marginal farmers, water shed development programmes, financial help to self-help groups etc.

B. Public Health and Village Sanitation Programmes: Medical camps, veterinary -camps,
vaccination camps €tc. are organized. Appropriate sanitation facilities are created and use of Bio-
gas is encouraged.

C. Agricultural Need Development Programmes: Aims at supporting the farmers to increase
their productivity by providing them the latest development in agriculture. If necessary inputs like
quality hybrid seeds, fertilizers, agricultural implements etc. are also provided. In addition to this
fertilizer /crop demonstrations are conducted to show the effectiveness of scientific practices to the
farmers.

D. Subsidiary Occupation Development Praogramme: Training and support is given to the
farmers to develop subsidiary occupation to augment their income. Some of the areas where
training has been imparted are weaving, Bee keeping, Tailoring, Dairy, Poultry, Goat keeping, etc-

E. Farm Labor Training: labors play a very important role in farm productivity and are trained to
enhance their effectiveness.

F. Social Forestry and Waste Land Development: The denudation of forest is posing a serious

ecological threat to the country. The forestation of waste land is achieved through plantation
saplings.

G. Youth and Women Development Programme: This facilitates the formation of youth and
mahilamandals at village level. Different competitions are organized in the village periodically. The
youth are also imparted the training in sports/cottage industry etc.

H. Social and Cultural activity: Along with economic development, the company encourages the
organization of social /cultural activities in the adopted villages. During last 5 years of this
programme government of India has adopted 27 villages in the state of Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh.13

2. Other Major Welfare Schemes: India is. projected to h?.ve a fiscal deficit of 5.5 percent in the
ear tO March 2010, and government officials have said it needs to trim its welfare schemes t0
help cap this. Some of the major welfare schemes are that contributes to the fiscal deficit:
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Yojane, (ii) insurance on livestock, (iii) Insurance on Poultry, (iv) Insurance on Krishi Pump sets
and (v) Janatha Rural Personal accidental Insurance offering some competitive premium range.
The life Insurance Corporation of India also has Janashree Bima Yojana.

The Minimum Support Price is one of the important mechanisms developed and implemented
jointly by the Central and State Government over years to avoid distress sale of agricultura
produce. This implemented for mandated crops like Paddy, Jowar, Maize, Bajra, Tur, Green
Gram, Black Gram, Soybean Groundnut Sunflower, Bengal Gram and Cotton. However, in
Karnataka market intervention scheme for potato, onion etc. is in operation. Likewise, floor price
scheme for selected commodities like tur, copra etc., is also being implemented.

Conclusion:

Lack of modernization of agriculture due to poverty and uneconomic land holdings of smail and
marginal farmers are the major problems, which has decreased the agricultural output. The

poverty of the farmers led to borrow loans for agricultural production and in case of crop failure, '

the small and marginal farmers are not ready to bear the losses and also due to indebtedness the
fall prey to suicides. There is need to study the different socio-economic problems of the small and
marginal farmers and also encourage cooperative farming, contract farming, etc, so as to reduce
the burden of the farmers. Accordingly government has given the land to the depressed cless
farmers. Meanwhile the position of depressed class farmers are very poor, still they are suffering
{rom many problems in the society. The different aspects of farmers in general and depressed
class farmers in particular at the national and state level are discussed in this chapter.
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